Make Custom-Look Window Shades...FROM RAPING PAPER'
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SPRUCE UP

FOR SPRING!
4 Bring On Slipcovers,
: Wicker Chairs,

' Antique Birdcages,
Old Doorknobs
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ing diamonds in the rough. She stopped
going out on Friday nights so she could
gel up carly and go to garage sales, and
pretry soon she had a whole houseful of
vintage goodies.“My grandma always told
me | have an old soul. I guess that's why |
love old things so much,” Kimberly says.
Old things, old houses, and especially
cozy old bed and breakfasts that feel lost in
time—that’s the mood that Kimberly want-
ed for her home. When her mother sug-
gested that she create her“own little cot-
tage.” Kimberly took it one step further and
actually designed her own private version
of a bed and breakfast, despite the fact that
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QUICK FIXES
Buy brown
Jurniture if you
plan to paint it
white. Thal's
whal Kimberly
did for this
under-stair
chair, just
becaunse it
made il easier
to disiress.




she lives in a modern condominium.

With furniture rescued from garage sales and repainted in soothing shades of
white, her house has become a tranquil retreat where friends are welcome and
out-of-town family members feel right at home. Every lamp has a story, every
picture was hung with love, and every inch of this light-filled dwelling is a
celebration of Kimberly's heart and soul.

“Decorating has really become my passion,” she says.“Give me a rainy day
where I can paint or work with fabric or just mess around my house. That’s heav-
en!”It’s also been quite healing. After three years of bargain shopping, treasure

ROSES WITH ROOTS

These antique pink disbes are one of
Kimberly's most treasured finds. After
seeing them in a junk shop, she was
surprised to learn that they were made
in Alliance, Ohio—her hometown!
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DEN OF DREAMS

An inviting wicker chair, positioned nexi o an orndate iron
screen and a bomemade lamp (atop a vintage kitchen scale),
offers a cushy place to relax and read.

SERENDIPITY STRIKES AGAIN

When Kimberly saw a man dragging this bed frame into the
trash, she couldn't bit the brakes fast enough. He ended up
selling it to ber. just as lovely as il is now, for S20!

A QUIET CORNER
At 1,300 square feet, Kimberly's townbouse affords ber plenly

of room. She
likes (o make it
feel cozier by
creating small
nooks, like this
one near the
living roon.

FIND BEAUTY IN BORN-AGAIN CAST-OFFS

The weathered old door in Kimberly’s dining room is more than just a decorative accent.
She likes to think of it as a symbol for her life, as a reminder of all the "doors”
that she’s passed through over the years. Instead of regarding castoff items like
doors and windows as junk, why not look for their hidden beauty?

# Old doorknobs and faucet handles can
make interesting and creative coat hooks.
® A vintage wire gutter cover, shaped like
a mushroom, would look elegant with a
votive candle inside.

® Loose chandelier prisms, which you can
buy at a salvage store, are lovely when
displayed in a bowl.

® Turned on its end, a past-its-prime
mailbox can make a fabulous trashean.

® Wool sweaters, which you can shrink by
boiling, can easily be sewn into handsome
pillow covers.

@ Even an antique bucket can be useful.
Punch the metal with a pretty pattern
and hang as a rustic lampshade.



hunting and decorating with things that she truly loves, Kimberly
finally feels like she’s made a home that nourishes her spirit. And
one day, she'd like to pass the joy along. Inspired by how power-
ful the process has been in her own life, she dreams of helping
other divorced women experience the same delight.

Says Kimberly,“You might be tired and sad and you just
worked all day, but when you come home, that should be your
sanctuary. No matter how much money you have, everyone
should know how great it feels to live in a beautiful, really
happy house. Everyone!” m

SIT A SPELL
To make ber guest room feel more like a bed and
breakfast, Kimberly fashioned this reading nook
Srom a gavden bench and a mosaic table.

BARGAIN BEDROOM

Kimberly couldn’t afford a beadboard for ber
guest bedroom, so she used these $3 shulters
as a clever stand-in.




