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bed. And no wonder: with its original

designs providing comfort to the rich
classes of old Europe, its heritage is decided-
ly “upper crust.” In its inception, it provided
an area from which to hang expensive fab-
rics for warmth and privacy while sleeping,
and the designs naturally became more
ornate over time. Today, thanks to bed-
rooms and central heating, the four-poster
bed is now a decorative element that sets
the tone—from stately to comfy—in rooms
across America. (It’s also a perennial top
request in B&Bs.) Take a peek into these
bedrooms to find your four-poster style. &

| t’s hard to resist the lure of a four-poster

Shovt And Sweet

If you don’t have the overhead space, a
lower-post version makes a regal impression.
What's more, you can adapt an ordinary
wooden head and footboard to get the look.
Make use of old turned table legs, cut down
old staircase balusters or purchase new mini
ones that are used in porch fences, and add
them to the corners of your bed. Paint them
the same color as the bed and top with a
finial for a polished look.

Wawrmwv And, Truomlx

Borrowing directly from English-country style, the tapestry-
like panels shown here create the feeling of a private sanctuary
and add a distinctly regal tone to an otherwise casual room.
Re-create using a heavy chenille fabric, or convert inexpen-
sive cotton throws by hemming one end to hang from the
canopy and cinching midway with a length of corded trim.
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5| Cleawy And Cogy
—* With its clean and simple ‘
lmas. ‘the pencil-post bed has

the look spare but homey. try
ding its posts with season-

e aI greens or silk vlnes. Ilke 4
id flow-




